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Cultural Council of Santa Cruz County
SANTA CRUZ COUNTY POET LAUREATE 2010-2011
CALL FOR APPLICATIONS  


DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 1, 2009.
Background

In the spring of 2009, the Cultural Council of Santa Cruz County met with representatives from Poetry Santa Cruz, the Santa Cruz County Office of Education, Santa Cruz Public Libraries and the Santa Cruz County Arts Commission to explore the creation of a biannual Poet Laureate position in Santa Cruz County. The response was enthusiastic. 
While the description of duties, compensation, and administration of the Poet Laureate positions vary, in general poets laureate serve a one or two-year term. Most counties receive a nomination of one to three Poet Laureate candidates from a selection committee. The title of Poet Laureate is honorary. For more on the CAC Poet Laureate Program, please visit http://www.cac.ca.gov/poetlaureate/about.php.

OBJECTIVE: Advance and Enliven the Art of Poetry in Santa Cruz County

Establishing a post of Poet Laureate will create, over time, a body of work that commemorates the rich and varied culture of Santa Cruz County. Poetry is an important vehicle that inspires creativity in children and adults to express feelings, experiences, and questions about the world.

About the Position
The Poet Laureate will be an honorary two-year position. During that term, the Poet Laureate will act as an advocate for poetry, literature, and the arts, and contribute to Santa Cruz County’s poetry and literary legacy through public readings and participation in civic events. The Poet Laureate also will propose and lead a community project. The Poet Laureate will not be considered an employee of the CCSCC and will continue to have individual pursuits. The Poet Laureate will receive a modest honorarium.
The Cultural Council of Santa Cruz County (CCSCC), as the official partner of the California Arts Council and designated local arts agency in Santa Cruz County, will administer the program. Poetry Santa Cruz will lead the selection process.
Eligibility Criteria 

· The Poet Laureate will be available to serve a two-year term.
· The individual selected will be a Santa Cruz County resident of at least five years who   
      has been published or recognized for poetry and literary contributions.
· The individual will have demonstrated a commitment to and passion for poetry, and     
       embraces the opportunity to engage in civic discourse.
Duties 

1) 
Represent Santa Cruz County and the art of poetry through outreach related to poetry.
2) 
Present and discuss her/his poetry or that of other authors at a minimum of four events per year.
3) 
Act as a resource for poetry and literary activities in Santa Cruz County.
4) 
Undertake a project that will make poetry more available and accessible to people in their everyday lives. The Santa Cruz County Poet Laureate is encouraged to coordinate her/his project with any similar project being undertaken by the current California State Poet Laureate. 


Interested candidates may apply directly by submitting the following: 

Application Cover Page
[image: image2.png]POETRY

santa-cruz




Application Cover Page. Form is available at www.ccscc.org and www.poetrysantacruz.org
Resume and eligibility
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Submit a current resume of professional activities and achievements (maximum of 2 sheets, double-sided). Please list in chronological format (not narrative). Include significant awards and training, selected exhibitions, performances, presentations and/or publications. 
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Provide a list of publications indicating a minimum of three published works using the format below.

· Book (of which you are the Single Author): author, “title of book,” city of  
      publication, publisher, year.

· Poem in Anthology: author, “Title of Poem,” title of book, name of Editor, city of 
      publication, publisher, year, page number(s) of poem.

· Magazine or Literary Journal: author, “Title of Poem,” title of publication, date, page 
      number(s) of poem.

Work Samples
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Submit up to 10 poems that represent your best artistic achievements (not to exceed 20 pages). Poetry should be typed on 8½“x 11”, 20 lb. white bond or equivalent. Submit no more than ONE poem per page. All pages must include the title of poem, your name and page number if appropriate, on each page. Submissions should be unbound and unstapled. Use paper clips or spring clips only.

Optional: Performance Poets and Spoken Word poets may additionally include a CD.

· Do not submit original works. The CCSCC is not responsible for damaged or lost materials.

Mail complete application to: 2400 Chanticleer Avenue, Ste G Santa Cruz CA 95062 
by September 1, 2009.

Selected candidates will be invited to propose a project or a program they will pursue during their term if selected as Poet Laureate.  The deadline for the project/program proposal is: November 1, 2009. The criteria are: 

· Impact on the lives of Santa Cruz County residents.
· The nature and/or significance of your approach to poetry.
· How your project or program and work will contribute to, or represent, Santa Cruz County.
Final position announcement will be made in January 2010.

Santa Cruz County residents may nominate a candidate for the Poet Laureate position by filling out the nomination form available at www.ccscc.org and www.poetrysantacruz.org and emailing it to grants@ccscc.org or mailing it to: 2400 Chanticleer Avenue, Ste. G, Santa Cruz, CA 95062. Deadline: September 1, 2009. Nominated candidates will be contacted and asked to submit an application form.
Calendar Reminder

	Term of Office: 
	January 2010 – December 2011

	Deadline for Applications and Nominations:
	September 1, 2009

	Project/program proposal deadline: 

Selected candidates will be invited to propose a project or a program they will pursue during their term if selected. Selection criteria: 

· Impact on the lives of Santa Cruz County residents

· The nature and/or significance of the candidate’s approach to poetry

· How your project/program and work will contribute to or represent Santa Cruz County


	November 1, 2009

	Position Announcement:
	January 2010



Inquiries and applications must be sent to: 

Cultural Council of Santa Cruz County 

Attention: Nabil Ghachem

Grants Technical Assistance Program

2400 Chanticleer Avenue, Ste. G

Santa Cruz, CA 95062
grants@ccscc.org or (831) 475-9600 x 16

Santa Cruz County Poet Laureate 2010-2011
APPLICATION COVER PAGE 
DEADLINE: September 1, 2009


     




     

     

Last Name




First


Middle


     




     

     


Mailing Address



City
             
State, Zip

     




     

     

Street Address (if different)

City
             
State, Zip

     




     


     
Daytime Phone



Evening Phone

E-mail

     



     
Date of Birth


Santa Cruz County resident since (state year)

Please document your eligibility by circling Yes or No in response to the following questions:

Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

I am at least 18 years of age.

Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

I am actively working in the field of poetry and have been      
                 published or recognized for my contributions.

Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

I am the single creator of the work.

Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

I am NOT enrolled as an undergraduate student in a degree or  
                 certificate granting program.







Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

I am NOT enrolled as a graduate student in a program related to 
                 the specific discipline of
 this Application.

Y FORMCHECKBOX 

N FORMCHECKBOX 

I am a current resident of Santa Cruz County and have been a  
         resident for at least five years.
If you answered “no” to any of the above criteria, you are NOT eligible to serve as the Santa Cruz County Poet Laureate.

I certify that I meet all eligibility requirements listed in these guidelines and that all the information in this application and its attachments are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 










     
Applicant’s Signature





Date
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